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PITCHING IN: Muir High School student Joel Ramirez, 16, employed tilrough the Mentoring and Partnership fUl YOUtil Development 
plOgrarn, tluows waste into a Dumpster Friday at the Lincoln Crossing construction site on Lincoln Avenue in Pasadena. 

Construction program
 
builds futures for teens
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A
L:JAUENI\ -- NOI evervone 
is in agreeluent abuut'the 
progress 01 Lincolu Cross­
ing, The architect aud 
developer are sl ill battling 

between themselves about the 
L1e~igll. ,1110 some local residents ate 
also at odds. 

One Ihiug Ihat everyone has 
agleeu 011, thuugh, is that COmlllL(­
nity leaders have halt great success 
ill lillding jobs lor Alladena resi­
dents, uuth ill COnSLJllctioJJ amj in 
the lle\vJy erected businesses. 

It's not just the adults that are 
reaping the rewards. FOI three hours 
every day alter school and three 
lIlore on Saturdays, a band 01 high 
scl100l kills dOli hard hats and 
steel-toed boots and get to work 
:w\'eeping, scrapping, sanding, and 
putting things in orr\et. 

"rill getting paid ~ keeps me 
looking good for all the girls," said 
Scott Escoe, a 12th grader at lohn 
Muir Bigh School, who has been 
working on the she fur five months. 

rile pay isn't much - $7 an hour 
-- but the btenelits go beyond the 
mOlley. 

"We are really seriously trying Lo 
buUd sOlne ['eal men here," sair! 
Tecllnlwh ShackeJlord, a reured 
light equipment operator lur th" city 
01 Los Angeles. 

ShackeJrord - "Shack" to the 
teens and man\, others who know 
him - is the Ii'retess lorce behind a 
movement to get younger members 
or this mostlY' l11inority comnlunity 
oillo a good stan. 

His eflorts go well beyund the job 
site. 

Eae" of the eight boys working at 
Lincoln Crossing signed a contract 
that thf'y \Nould maintain a C grade 
point average or risle losing their 
jobs. S"ackelrord also arranged a 
series o[ extra classes he requires 
them tn lake. 

Every Saturday morning, they 
rei urn to school at John Muir where 
the head janitor teaches them about 
working in maintenance - from 
buffing fluors to which rJeaning 
chemit'als nut to mix. 

'I learned you !lave to be 
responsible, that's the 
most important thing. J 

Jorge Mew, 
John Muir High School senior 

In addition, every second Thurs­
day uley Jearn general employment 
ski1Js like the significance of a good 
handshake, how to Gil out a job 
application, and respect lor an 
employer's property. 

"I had to start teaching thenl how 
10 work together, how to cOllle to 
work every day, how to cafl when 
they can', rome to work," Shackel­
lord said of the boys when they lirst 
started. 

He's since recruited Cheryl Walters 
of the nOll-profit organization 
Friends It Is to lead the classes. 

"1 leallled you have to be respollsi­
ble, thal's the most important 
thing," said John Muir senior Jorge 
Meza. 

"I tltink it's good because you're 
more competiliYe," said 10th grader 
lshlllael Bracy about applying ror 
jobs. "You learn what to do and 
what lIot to do" 

These students ale oulv a small 
subset of 1ll,:Uly teenagers that Shack­
elford works \vith - including (be tiO 
Joh11 Muir boys ill the mcnturing 
program he chairs. 

The program, Mentoriflg & Partner­
ship rur Youth Development, 
matches each teen with an adult in 
the COllllllUllity. It also provides 
daily speakers at lunch tillie, free 
tutoriug, a.nd monthly field trips, 
pancake breakfasts and round-table 
lunches U,at emphasize joh opportu­
nities, personal responsibility, and 
self-respect. 

In turn, the student'S respect lor 
ShackeHord runs deep. Whenever he 
talks, they listen, and suggestions he 
makes are heeded without question. 

"The best Ipart of the program) is 
working WiOl Shack," Escoe said. 

"It doesn't nIatter where VUU COBle 
from," Meza said, "If you're rich or 
poor, yuu cnn do whatevel you want 
- like Shack." 

Tilis !'riday night at the job site, 
though, thoughts were on much 
more plf:~ssing matters: finishing 
work.. rushing hOlue to shower, and 
heading out for some fUll. 
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CLEANUP CREW: Teen workers Justin Wallace, left, and Scott Escoe, both 17, employed 
through the Mentoring and PartnerShip for Youth Development program, sweep a grocery 
store in ti'e lincoln Crossing construction site on lincoln Avenue in Pasadena on Friday. 


